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Overview



EBAS  essay
exam …… 

Gets a snapshot of the participant’s critical 
thinking.

Assesses an individual’s understanding of 
ethics and boundaries in a professional 
workplace environment. 

Critical thinking plays a large role in ethics because it is 
the process by which one determines for themselves 

whether, or not something is right or wrong.



A practitioner was investigated after a complaint of overutilization was filed. The electronic 
chart notes were the same for a majority of his patients over six months. During the 
investigation, it was discovered the records were not the same as the ones the practitioner had 
submitted earlier to the insurance company.

I. INTRODUCTORY OPINION STATEMENTS: Referring to the given scenario and its assigned focus, 
present several statements about the ethical issues and concerns involved. Additionally, identify 
when/how the licensee disregarded professional conduct standards.

WRITE A RESPONSE

II. CONSEQUENCES: Discuss several consequences that could arise from the above scenario to all 
involved parties.

WRITE A RESPONSE

III. SOLUTIONS: Identify the actions needed to resolve the ethical violation(s) described in the 
above scenario, and include what could prevent such violation(s) from occurring in the future. 

WRITE A RESPONSE

IV. PUBLIC PROTECTION: Explain how the actions of the licensee compromise the community’s 
safety and welfare, and provide several reasons why these actions are considered to be an ethical 
violation.

WRITE A RESPONSE



Domains

A practitioner was investigated after 
a complaint of overutilization was 
filed. The electronic chart notes 
were the same for a majority of his 
patients over six months. During the 
investigation, it was discovered the 
records were not the same as the 
ones the practitioner had submitted 
earlier to the insurance company.

Boundary Violations

Fraud

Substance Abuse

Unprofessional Conduct

Professional Standards



When to Use



When To Use



Domains
A licensed chiropractor engaged in a 
romantic relationship with one of his 
patients lasting approximately 3 years.  
Near the end of the relationship, the 
chiropractor posted the patient's 
confidential medical records on social 
media.
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Domains

Licensee submitted a number of fraudulent 
insurance claims, made for services and 
treatments that were never rendered, and for 
appointments never attended by the patients on 
whose behalf the claims were submitted.  

The Licensee, obtained payment by the affected 
insurance companies for a large number of claims 
submitted for services, treatments and 
appointments never rendered, and thus profited 
from the scheme to defraud. 

Boundary Violations

Fraud

Substance Abuse

Unprofessional Conduct

Professional Standards



Domains
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Scoring



Who grades 
the exams?

All graders have regulatory experience. 

• Executive Directors 
• State Board Members
• Board Attorneys
• Administrative Law Judges



EBAS Senior Grader

Ken Pennell, D.C.
• Practicing chiropractor for 38 years. 
• Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania.  
• NBCE Examiner for Part IV.

Responsibilities:
• Monitors the graders and grading administrations.  
• Rater Calibration Online Process (GQ-04).  

• Purpose - To make scoring the responses more consistent 
among graders and aligned to the standards upon which 
rubrics and scoring criteria are based.



Rubrics
Scoring of the Ethics and Boundaries Essay examination is based on the relevance and thoroughness of responses.  
Content and expression of ideas are more heavily weighted in the grading than grammar, punctuation, or spelling. 



A practitioner was investigated after a complaint of overutilization was filed. The electronic 
chart notes were the same for a majority of his patients over six months. During the 
investigation, it was discovered the records were not the same as the ones the practitioner had 
submitted earlier to the insurance company.

12 – Passing Score 16 – Perfect Score
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